Some new perspectives on transplantation immunity and tolerance.
To provoke a rejection response, an allograft's antigens must be presented to the host by accessory cells of the graft's MHC genotype. Tolerance induction, too, in neonatal rodents is an MHC-restricted response: third party grafts on tolerant animals survive longer if they are MHC-compatible with the tolerizing cells, rather than the host. In this article, Willys Silvers and his colleagues review the evidence for these observations and discuss their implications.